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ABSTRACT 

This document presents the results of a study to estimate the tortuosity of 
overburden soil of the Subsurface Disposal Area (SDA), which is located in the 
Radioactive Waste Management Complex at the Idaho National Engineering and 
Environmental Laboratory. Tortuosity factors, which are unitless values, are 
calculated from field data and compared to tortuosity values obtained from 
theoretical and empirical formulas. Carbon dioxide was the tracer gas chosen for 
this study because it is a common gas that is widely distributed, and because CO2 
concentrations are easily tracked in real time using infrared sensors. 

The determination of a site-specific tortuosity factor for soil in the SDA 
provided results consistent with existing theoretical and empirical equations. The 
range of mean values for the tortuosity factor for each deployment location in the 
SDA was determined to be 2.8 to 4.6, while empirical and theoretical equations 
produced a range of 2.5 to 4.6. 
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111 





CONTENTS 

ABSTRACT 
. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......................... 111 

ACRONYMS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... vii 

. INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 1 

1.1 Purpose ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Scope of Work ......................................................................................................................... 1 

Flux Chamber Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 4 

2.1 Unit Operation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 

2.2 Carbon Dioxide Sensor Calibration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

METHOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... 6 

31 . Determining Tortuosity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

3.1.1 Determining Flux Using the Flux Chamber Unit .......................................................... 7 
3.1.2 Tortuosity Equation ....................................................................................................... 9 

32 . Data Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

3.2.1 Determination of Air-Filled Porosity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
3.2.2 Determination of Concentration Gradient . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

33 . Flux Chamber Unit Deployment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

3.3.1 Deployment Locations and Unit Settings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

4 . ESTIMATIONS OF TORTUOSITY FACTOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

4.1 Estimations Using Flux Chamber Unit Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

4.1.1 Tortuosity Factor Determination for Pit 10 ................................................................. 13 
4.1.2 Tortuosity Factor Determination for Pit 5 ................................................................... 15 
4.1.3 Tortuosity Factor Determination for Pit 4 ................................................................... 17 
4.1.4 Explanation of Tortuosity Factor Error ....................................................................... 19 

4.2 Estimations Using Theoretical and Empirical Equations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

4.2.1 Millington (1959) Method ........................................................................................... 20 
4.2.2 Currie (1970) Method .................................................................................................. 21 
4.2.3 Albertson (1979) Method ............................................................................................ 21 

43 . Summary of Calculated Tortuosity Factors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 



5 . CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

6 . REFERENCES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... 24 

Appendix A-Summary of Flux Chamber Data 

Appendix B-Summary of Concentration Gradient Data 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

8 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

FIGURES 

Location of the Radioactive Waste Management Complex at the Idaho National Engineering and 
Environmental Laboratory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Map of the Subsurface Disposal Area showing the location of Pits 4, 5, and 10 sampled in the 
tortuosity study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 3 

Flux chamber unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 4 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency flux chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Schematic representation of flux chamber unit operation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Schematic representation of the mass balance of CO2 within the flux chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Flux chamber deployment locations in Pits 4, 5, and 10 at the Subsurface Disposal Area.............. 12 

Chart displaying diurnal fluctuations in A& over Pit 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

TABLES 

Porosity data for shallow sediments on and near the Subsurface Disposal Area ............................. 10 

Shallow vapor data results from the Pit 10 deployment location ..................................................... 14 

Shallow vapor data results from the Pit 5 deployment location ....................................................... 16 

Shallow vapor data results from the Pit 4 deployment location ....................................................... 18 

Calculated tortuosity factors using flux chamber unit data and theoretical and 
empirical formulas ............................................................................................................................ 22 

VI 



ACRONYMS 

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

INEEL Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory 

SDA Subsurface Disposal Area 

RWMC Radioactive Waste Management Complex 

voc volatile organic compound 

vii 



Viii 


